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Lao People's Democratic 
Republic (LPDR) 



Laos: Map



Laos: Geography

• A landlocked nation in Southeast Asia occupying the 
northwest portion of the Indochinese peninsula,  

• Laos is surrounded by China, Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Thailand, and Burma.  

• It is twice the size of Pennsylvania.  
• Laos is a mountainous country, especially in the 

north, where peaks rise above 9,000 ft (2,800 m).  
• Dense forests cover the northern and eastern areas. 

The Mekong River, which forms the boundary with 
Burma and Thailand, flows through the country for 
932 mi (1,500 km) of its course. 



Laos: Flag



Laos: General Information

• President: Choummaly Sayasone (2006) 
• Prime Minister: Thongsing Thammavong (2010) 
• Land area: 89,112 sq mi (230,800 sq km);  
• total area: 91,428 sq mi (236,800 sq km) 
• Population (2014 est.): 6,803,699 (growth rate: 

1.59%); birth rate: 24.76/1000; infant mortality 
rate: 54.53/1000; life expectancy: 63.51  

• Capital and largest city (2011 est.): Vientiane, 
810,000  

• Monetary unit: New Kip 
• Government: Lao People's Revolutionary Party



Laos

• Languages: Lao (official), French, English, 
various ethnic languages 

• Ethnicity/race: Lao 55%, Khmou 11%, 
Hmong 8%, other (over 100 minor ethnic 
groups) 26% (2005 census)



Laos

• Religions: Buddhist 67%, Christian 1.5%, 
other and unspecified 31.5% (2005 census) 

• National Holiday: Republic Day, December 
2 

• Literacy rate: 72.7% (2005 est.) 
• Life expectancy: 2000 – 59, 2015 – 65 
• Tourism: 2014 – 4,158.719, 2015- 

4,332,000



Laos: Economic Summary

• GDP per capita: 1985 < $200 2015 = $1857.  
• Real growth rate: 8.3%. Inflation: 6.5%. 

Unemployment: 1.9% . Arable land: 5.91%.  
• Special economic zones: 10 (page 91-100 

Lao PDR 40 years) 
• Agriculture: sweet potatoes, vegetables, 

corn, coffee, sugarcane, tobacco, cotton, 
tea, peanuts, rice; water buffalo, pigs, 
cattle, poultry. 



Laos: Economic Summary

• Labor force: 3.373 million (2013 est.); 
agriculture 75.1%, industry and services 
NA (2001 est.).  

• Industries: copper, tin, and gypsum 
mining; timber, electric power, 
agricultural processing, construction, 
garments, tourism, cement. 

• Natural resources: timber, hydropower, 
gypsum, tin, gold, gemstones. 



Laos: Economic Summary

• Exports: $2.313 billion (2011 est.): 
garments, wood products, coffee, 
electricity, tin.  

• Imports: $3.238 billion (2013 est.): 
machinery and equipment, vehicles, fuel, 
consumer goods.  

• Major trading partners: Thailand, 
Vietnam, China, (2011) .



Laos: Communications

• Telephones: main lines in use: 112,000 
(2012); mobile cellular: 6.492 (2012).  

• Broadcast media: 6 TV stations operating 
out of Vientiane - 3 government-operated 
and the others commercial;  

• Lao National Radio (LNR) broadcasting on 5 
frequencies .  

• Internet Service Providers (ISPs): 1,532 
(2012). Internet users: 300,000 (2009).



Laos: Transportation

• Railways: a few projects is in progress. (p.
84) 

• Highways: total: 39,568 km; paved: 530 km; 
unpaved: 39,038 km (2007 est.).  

• Waterways: about 4,600 km, primarily 
Mekong and tributaries; 2,897 additional km 
are sectionally navigable by craft drawing 
less than 0.5 m.  

• Ports and harbors: none.  
• Airports: 41 (2013).



International Relations  

• During the 1990s, the country began 
making more diplomatic overtures 
toward its neighbors.  

• In 1995, the U.S. announced a lifting 
of its ban on aid to the nation.  

• By most international estimates, Laos 
is one of the 10 poorest countries in 
the world. 
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Laos People Army History Museum



Broken Pieces of a US helicopter Shot 
Down



The US Military Jeep Known as “Desert 
Lion”



The US Military Jeep Known as “Desert 
Lion”



Air Defence Control Radar



Air Defence Control Radar



Laos People History Museum



Lao people being captured and tortured 
by the French colonialist



Under the French colonialist, yoke the Lao 
people lived in poverty and hardship



Lao prisoners during French colonialist



The uprising of the people in Vientiane 
September 1945



A savage operation made by the French to 
Seize Thakhek on 21st March 1946



Being deceived by the French colonialists Sisavangvong 
committed treason by accepting false independence on July 

1949



Multi-ethnic people volunteer for the military 
to fight against the French colonialists



Part of Liberation Army named 
Xayachakaphat



Hmong people undertake military 
training



Members of the central committee of the 
Free Lao Front elected by the congress



Liberated Zone 1953-1954



Lao Liberation Front



At the Geneva conference the Agreement on 20 July 1954 
acknowledging the independence of the 3 Indochina 

countries



American Imperialist



A statue of a Soldier of Free Lao Army 



The soldiers of the Free Lao Army 
engaging in production



The people in the liberated zone urges 
the USA Imperialist to leave Laos



Geneva Conference held on 23 July 1962 to 
acknowledge the independence of Laos



Minister of Foreign Affairs was assassinated by the 
US Imperialist and its puppets on 1 April 1963



Minister of Foreign Affairs was assassinated by 
the US Imperialist and its puppets on 1 April 1963



1964-1969 Period of fighting against the 
special war



Weapons imported by the US Imperialist 
for their puppets



President Johnson and the Defense Minister ordered 
the planes to attack the liberated zone in 1964



Nang Phimpka injured from US 
Imperialist Napalm bombing



Thao Khamsing aged 7, in Xieng province 
injured by the US Imperialist bomb-b



The pagoda, the sacred place of 
people, destroyed by US Imperialist



Xieng Khouang province monks killed by 
US Imperialist bombs



To follow the call and the directives of the party central 
committee, the Lao army expressed its determination to on 

the battlefield



The army and the people of LungphaBang launch an 
attack on the enemy in MamBark on 12 January 1968



The public in the liberated zone demonstrated 
against US Imperialist aggression in Laos



1969-1974 Period of fighting against the 
expanding special war



Patuxai (Victory Gate) Monument in 
Vientiane



Patuxai (Victory Gate) Monument in 
Vientiane

• dedicated to the memory of the Laotian 
soldiers who died during World War II and 
the independence war from France in 
1949. 

• and later to victory over American and 
ending monarchy in 1975.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II


Patuxai (Victory Gate) Monument in 
Vientiane

• The monument has five towers that 
represent the five principles of 
coexistence among nations of the world.  

• They are also representative of the five 
Buddhist principles of “thoughtful 
amiability, flexibility, honesty, honor and 
prosperity”.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_Principles_of_Peaceful_Coexistence


Five Principle of Peaceful Coexistence

• Mutual respect for each other's territorial 
integrity and sovereignty. 

• Mutual non-aggression. 
• Mutual non-interference in each other's 

internal affairs. 
• Equality and cooperation for mutual 

benefit. 
• Peaceful co-existence.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peaceful_co-existence


Government Office



Musical Fountain at Patuxai National 
Monument Park



World Peace Gong



Laos National Culture Hall



A Pagoda (Temple) Vientiane



Mekong River Boarder Laos & Thailand


